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Alice Pike+ Clementine Fiell

Junior Doctors, which include 

all doctors who are not yet 

Consultants, and may have 

been working for 8-10 years+ 

already, are protesting against 

the imposition of an unsafe and 

unfair working contract.

The Secretary of State for 

Health, Jeremy Hunt has 

now said that he shall impose 

a working contact on 54,000 

doctors, despite doctors telling 

him repeatedly that this is not 

safe- for our patients or for us.

At present, the NHS is stretched beyond belief. 
We are approximately 23,000 nurses and 6000 
doctors short. This means that even now, there 
are huge rota gaps. This means some doctors 
are essentially working 2 doctors jobs. 
The government wants to spread the SAME 
number of doctors more thinly, over 7 days 
rather than 5. The problem with this is that 
they have not set aside any new money to do 
this with, they have not costed or modelled 
this plan, there is no evidence that this would 
be any better and there are simply not enough 
staff to deliver it.

The real fear is that this is part of a process 
towards further privatisation of the NHS which 
has been going on for years by stealth. Sadly 
the public have little idea of just how rapidly 
their NHS is being sold off into private hands..

Write to your MP, tell them what you think, 
come and join doctors on the picket lines 
across the country during strike days. Join 
rallies and marches, get on social media 
and join in the debate. Telephone in to 
radio shows and have your voice heard. 
Let the country know that you value your 
doctors and your NHS. And get on a Vivienne 
Westwood designed Support Junior Doctors 
T Shirt in support from wearyournhs.com ! 

We are asking that Jeremy Hunt drops 

imposition of the contract and starts talking 

with junior doctors again. He has so far refused, 

but the hope is that he will do this. He and 

David Cameron could avert the strike today 

if they wanted to. 
We have so far had four periods of industrial 

action as a last resort. It is the first time in 40 

years that doctors have been on strike. All 

junior doctors were balloted by our union and 

an unprecedented 98% voted in favour of full 

strike action.
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By the signing of deeds 
they invade our cities.

By the smoke of their 
chimneys they invade 
our skies. 

By the turn of their phrase 
they invade our thoughts.

By the light of their bombs 
we catch glimpses of the 
world they own. 

Capital has many arms.

Which would 
you like to 
wrestle first?

Depending on who you ask, these offshore 
accounts represent between 21 and 32 
trillion US dollars – ten times the GDP of the 
whole United Kingdom. In my view, every 
single dollar is a theft from the working 
man or woman. 

Ironically, it is always the Right who harp 
on about patriotism, who use this idea to 
goad us into war or convince us to stomach 
hardship. Yet it is also the Right who take 
every single opportunity they can to rob 
and betray the nations they claim to love. 

The 1% may not yet be able to bribe the 
reaper, but the taxman stands no chance. 

Life’s two great inevitabilities. Unless, of 
course, you are rich. Year upon fiscal 
year, the public services my parents and 
grandparents fought tooth and nail to 
build are syphoned off by the Right.
 
Higher education, healthcare free at the 
point of use, assistance for the less abled. 
We are told that Britain, the fifth richest 
country on earth, cannot afford such 
luxuries. But the recently leaked Panama 
papers are just further evidence of what 
we already knew. The wealth does exist 
to provide properly for all – it is simply 
kept out of our hands. The fruits of global 
capitalism are spirited away to offshore 
accounts. Held in vast intangible pools 
of wealth, and never ever allowed to 
 trickle down. 

Death & taxes sam 
morley





WHY?
WHY?
WHY??

Yet here we are– the future a blank page before 
us. A terrifying moment to be sure, but exhilarating. 
Is it possible to see this as an opportunity? To 
fill the space in our hearts left by Union with 
another mode of co operation? Grass roots, 
young, hopeful, totally global? If we cannot find 
the utopia we want in the world outside, then all 
we can do is attempt to build it ourselves. That 
long struggle begins with simple changes to our 
thoughts and actions. Little hopeful acts of care 
and preservation. 

It is hard to find this clarity of thought. The culture 
in which we live seems a total paradox. We are 
ever more connected to each other and yet more 
atomised than ever. We have more information 
available than at any other point in history– and 
yet we seem unable to find the real story. In these 
times of radical complexity perhaps the most 
revolutionary thing to do is say something simple. 
Try this:  “I love those of all nations and I care 
deeply for the earth”. 

That may seem childish to the modern cynic – but 
from simple phrases like that flow the greatest 
tendencies of humankind. Perhaps, over time, 
from them a new type of union will form. The 
simple things may just save us all. 

Clementine Fiell

Join the Facebook group: Climate Revolution - 
Intellectuals Unite Students
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How did Britain get here? Tearing ourselves 

off from our closest neighbours, building 

walls along the Channel. As a young person– 

as a Londoner– this seems to run contrary 

to what I felt in my bones to be the just 

march of history. Now, at the very start of 

the 21st century, this seems like a preemptive 

admission of defeat. A withdrawal from 

grasping those great global thorns– 

climate change, international co-operation

and peace. 


