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THE TRAGEDY OF MACBETH

ACTI
SCENE I.—[4n open place.]

Thunder and lightning. Enter three WITCHES.

1 Witch. When shall we three meet again ?
In thunder, lightning, orin rain?

2 Witch. When the hurlyburly’s done,
When the battle’s lost and won.

3 Witch. That will be ere the set of sun.

1 Witch. Where the place?

2 Witch. Upon the heath.

3 Witch. There to meet with Macbeth.

1 Witch. 1 come, Graymalkin!

2 Witch. Paddock calls.

3 Witch. Anon!

All. Fair is foul, and foul is fair:
Hover through the fog and filthy air.
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SCENE I1.—[4 camp.]

Alarum within, Enter King DuncaN, MALcoLM, DONAL-
BAIN, LENOX, with Attendants, meeting a bleeding Captain.
Dun. What bloody man is that ? He can report,
As seemeth by his plight, of the revolt
The newest state.
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1 Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, Thane of Glamis!
2 Witck. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor!
g Witch. All hail, Macbeth! that shalt be King hereafter.
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This supernatural soliciting
Cannot be ill; cannot be good :—
Ifill, why hath it given me earnest of success,
Commencing in a truth ? I am Thane of Cawdor:
If good, why do I yield to that suggestion
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair,
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs,
Against the use of nature ? Present fears
Are less than horrible imaginings.
My thought, whose murther yet is but fantastical, G’m 0g {1 ary
Shakes so my single state of man, )
That function is smother’d in surmise,
And nothing is, but what is not.
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Come, you Spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full
Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood,
Stop up th’access and passage to remorse;
That no compunctious visitings of Nature
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between
Th’effect and it! Come to my woman’s breasts,
And take my milk for gall, you murth’ring ministers,
Wherever in your sightless substances
You wait on Nature’s mischief! Come, thick Night,
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of Hell,
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes,
Nor Heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,
To cry, ‘Hold, hold !’

Jei,

BREDRBEELL., AL LEZHRZ L.

DO ToXRANLOERET, &8, BERZRETHZTOE!
FomNFZEL E X,

ENADIE~E D &2 BN &

ZothiE. BLOMEFLEWI ABRN
ROBIERZRENZERIESZ L b2eL.,
HHPHERIZ—EKT D !
WRORMED L, FAOLDMITIZHR T,

HWOWIAT ZEWEFIZEX L. BRIZEIXE ZI12WT,
BERET, AFOWRER-> TS | TRWLE KL, k.,
HRDOESRERIEELZ E & 2.,
FDOHDHZEFDHBEONRR I BRNE I,
KR DEA T XA A,

RHAH, RDA! | LUERNnE ST,

WP ED D, T LTI RAZRANLGIEFELZOMSIE, WD
WORTY, BERBIIEHET, v/ XAZE L, HLERIESTET,

ZZTEI%EHE L TR LD equivocation (BBEZ:, NEHKL, w7 AN L
HINDBEOHTR), BRI HNEREKB) —2H 0 £7, equi-vocal, T
b2 ODFELWE, RERGITEESLAME LN LOIEFRES N
I THY ., ZNRHRETHZENFENTWNDHNLTT, £2ITiEL
SADY AR R LEERH Y 9, equivocation & EICIEATET —~ LA
XY, ZNRE VBT —~ b0 TY, £ LTEND, 2B AMR
FRILBRND LWVIEERRDOTT, T72bb, kot Febix A
MEd2boiE, FRE=bHoAMEROTY, FRATEORRIIH LT, T
oM, AMMERZR<, BRZ DO TIERVO T,



< I RZFFICRV I, LA D T EICITEE S TWET, <
I NRAR NI, OB S L SITIHRAT . W OTERER 72 SN NFE S Z DIT 2
BN T IR ET, BT T LELTZEICF 2L LTEENOH
TEET,

Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand ? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas incarnadine,

Making the green one red.
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For mine own good,
All causes shall give way: I am in blood
Stepp’d in so far, that, should I wade no more,
Returning were as tedious as go o’er.
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I pull in resolution ; and begin

To doubt th’equivocation of the fiend,

That lies like truth: ‘Fear not, till Birnam wood

Do come to Dunsinane’ ;—and now a wood

Comes toward Dunsinane.—Arm, arm, and out!—
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To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow,
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,

To the last syllable of recorded time;

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player,
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more: itis a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.
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But life is very short and anxious for those who forget
the past, neglect the present, and fear the future. When
they come to the end of it, the poor wretches realize too
late that for all this time they have been preoccupied in
doing nothing. And the fact that they sometimes invoke
death is no proof that their lives seem long. Their own
folly afflicts them with restless emotions which hurl
themselves upon the very things they fear: they often
long for death because they fear it. Nor is this a proof
that they are living for a long time that the day often
seems long to them, or that they complain that the hours
pass slowly until the time fixed for dinner arrives. For as
soon as their preoccupations fail them, they are restless
with nothing to do, not knowing how to dispose of their
leisure or make the time pass. And so they are anxious
for something else to do, and all the intervening time is
wearisome: really, it is just as when a gladiatorial show
has been announced, or they are looking forward to the
appointed time of some other exhibition or amusement
— they want to leap over the days in between. Any
deferment of the longed-for event is tedious to them.
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