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So how do we explain these apparently spo-
radic flare-ups of creativity? One hypothesis is
that the cause was not a new kind of person but
a greater density of people, with spikes in popu-
lation sparking contact between groups, which
accelerated the spread of innovative ideas from
one mind to another, creating a kind of collective
brain. Symbols would have helped cement this
collective brain together. When populations again
fell below critical mass, groups became isolated,
leaving new ideas nowhere to go. What innova-
tions had been established withered and died.

Such theories are difficult to prove—the past
holds its secrets close.
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Their beauty whip-
saws your sense of time. One moment you are
anchored in the present, observing coolly. The
next you are seeing the paintings as if all other
art—all civilization—has yet to exist.
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A pair of girl's Back leather shoes, cagon, HC.F-12.82-6
They have a double bar with two-button fastening and a % stacked
leather heel. The trin

1t the throat is missing,

A pair of child's brown leather sandals, 1910-1940. HCF-0.103
They have flat heels and were made by Carleys Lud., a shoemaking
campany in Leeds,

A pair of child’s white saede sandals, 1910-1930. HC F-0,006
They have 147 stacked leather heels.
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Dianiel Meal was an established
shoemaker by 1837, and in the 18705
his company developed the idea of
children’s shoes being made in the
shape of children’s feet instead of being
minfature versions of adult shoes,

Sylvia Cole as a bridesmaid, 1519,




