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According to Klein, climate
change is not a problem that
can be solved by markets or
industry. Instead, it will require
a massive reorganization of our
political, economic, and social
systems - one that, by both
practical and moral necessity,
must be driven by popular
movements. This Changes Every-
thing is a work of startling force,
exhaustive reporting, and telling

_anecdote.
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The most convincing part of
This Changes Everything is the
case Klein makes for what she
calls “Blockadia” - the loosely
affiliated network of social
movements that is confronting
the extractive industry every-
where from Greece’s gold mines
to our own tar sands. In North
America, Blockadia has achieved
its highest-profile coverage in
the battles against the Keystone
XL and Northern Gateway pipe-
lines, which, thanks to their
potent symbolism and sheer
geographic sprawl, have manag-
ed to unite a diverse and unlike-
ly array of constituencies. (The
struggle against Keystone XL is
sometimes called a “Cowboys
and Indians” alliance thanks to

the key involvement of ranchers

and Indigenous people.)

208 FARN , —HMNEAFIRIBIR L RIFMA BT


http://climaterevolution.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/tar-sands.jpg
http://climaterevolution.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/tar-sands.jpg

. L e
Seen in this light, 7

Blockadia is doing the most - After all,
important work of all: making truly defeating climate change
life more difficult for the fossil- will require the eventual extinc-
fuel industry, destabilizing the tion of the industry, one of the
investment climate around largest and most lucrative indus-
resource extraction, and, crucial- | tries in history; ExxonMobil CEO
ly, keeping carbon in the Rex Tillerson makes over
ground. $100,000 per day, and his com-

pany posted a record-breaking
$45-billion profit in 2012. But
this simply means that oil com-
panies will have to be forced,
through popular pressure and
legislative action, to let them-
selves die - to become as fossil-
ized as the long-dead life forms
they suck from the Earth.

s e R ye———— ] e e

sometimes called a “Cowboys
and Indians” alliance thanks to
the key involvement of ranchers
and Indigenous people.)

If capitalism itself is the prob-
lem, what does Klein mean
when she writes that “[t]here is
plenty of room to make profit in /-
a zero-carbon economy” and
then, elsewhere, that “our eco-
nomic system and our planetary
system are now at war”? The
reader is left unsure. '
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The essence of Malthus’s doctrine is simplicity itself. If nothing
checked the growth of population, it would double every twenty
years or so; in a hundred years it would be 32 times what it is
now, in two hundred years 1,024 times, in three hundred years
32,768 times, and so on. Clearly this sort of thing does not happen,
and cannot happen. Why?

1 He proves that the losses caused |
by epidemics are soon made good, and he concludes that misery is
the chief preventive of excessive population. It is because people
die of hunger that the population is not greater than it is.

But, it may be said, if there are more people to work the land,
it can be made to produce more food. Why then should an increase
of numbers cause anyone to starve? At this point, the argument
depends upon what was afterwards called the law of diminishing
returns, If twice as much labour as before is expended on a given |
piece of land, and also twice as much capital, the produce will be
increased, but it will not be doubled. If the labour and capital are
expended upon a piece of land which previously lay waste, the
result, in general, will be the same, since it may be assumed that
the best land is cultivated first. All this, of course, is not true
when the population is very sparse; pioneers in a new country
tend to be benefited by the arrival of new settlers. But in an old
settled country, such as those of Europe, it is in general true that,
if the population is increased without any concomitant progress
in the art of agriculture, the amount of food per head will be
diminished. There comes at last a point at which, if the population
were further increased, one man’s labour would produce less than
one man’s food. At this point, hunger sets a limit to possible
increase.

Those who form the poorest class in a society must, so Malthus
contends, be as poor as is compatible with survival, since otherwise
their numbers would increase until that point had been reached.
There may be short exceptional periods, as, for example, after
the Black Death, but they cannot last long, since more children
will survive until the old condition is restored. It is therefore a
good thing that some are richer than others, for, in any system of

_equality, all would be at the lowest level;) '

1

He does not believe in the possibility of Europe obtaining any |
considerable part of its food-supply from other continents. “In |
the wildness of speculation,” he says, “it has been suggested (of
course more in jest than in earnest) that Europe should grow its
corn in America, and devote itself solely to manufactures and
commerce, as the best sort of division of the labour of the globe.” |

| Now Malthus is

unquestionably in the right in maintaining that, apart from
technical improvements in agriculture, a limited area, such as that
of Great Britain, which has already a considerable population, can-
not produce the food needed for a larger population without a
lowering of the standard of life, and must, if population continues
to increase, soon reach the point where a further increase is
impossible from lack of food. Ultimately, this proposition is true
not only of Great Britain, but of the world. There are parts of the
world—China, for instance—where its truth is evident and tragic.
But since Malthus wrote, the limitations to the truth of his
theory have turned out to be unexpectedly important. Railways
and steamships brought it about that “Europe should grow its
corn in America,” which Malthus thought a mere jest. Technical
improvements in agriculture have proved far more important than
he supposed possible. But above all the increased prosperity of
wage-earners, so far from leading to a higher birth-rate, led to a
very rapid diminution, which was still further accelerated when,
after the Great War, the standard of comfort again declined. This
is perhaps not a refutation of anything that Malthus said, but it
has destroyed the importance of his theory so far as the white races

are concerned. In Asia it remains important.
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