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Don Juan in Hell was set “Beyond
Space, Beyond Time” and the debate
is essentially between Don Juan and
the Devil. Shaw himself was a natural
pessimist with a moral duty to discover
the secret of optimism. The Devil opens
the argument with a blistering attack.
“Have you walked up and down upon
the earth lately?” he asks Don Juan. “|
have, and | have examined Man's
wonderful inventions... in the arts of
death he outdoes Nature herself, and
produces by chemistry and machinery

into the past and insisting that the past
repeats itself eternally. Don Juan himself
looks to the future and its possibilities.
His philosophy is a religion devoted

to improvement, powered by science
and called Creative Evolution. “Life is

a force which has made innumerable
experiments in organising itself,” he
says, “...to build up that raw force into
higher and higher individuals, the ideal
individual being omnipotent, omniscient,
infallible”. This will be the Superman, the
creation of whom is “the purpose of life”.

all the slaughter of plague, pestilence,
and famine... his heart is in his weapons.
This marvellous force of Life of which you
boast is a force of Death. Man measures
his strength by his destructiveness”.

Don Juan cannot deny this, but he
accuses the Devil of looking wholly
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God/Good Deeds
What’s God like? Me. Me. Hear my voice -
though I’ve been their shepherd, of their world the light,
have walked on water, raised the dead, self-resurrected,
so it’s been said, turned water into wine . . .
or, verily, I was when nothing was
and I will be when nothing else remains;
sent several prophets to explain all this,
have clicked on like a pilot-light above apostles’ heads,
and what they think I think is to be found
in all their Holy Tomes — Torah, Bible, Koran -
or scriptures —
that which is heard, that which is remembered —
despite all this, my prayer remains unanswered.
For I perceive here in my majesty
how all mankind grows worse from year to year,
cavorting with Wrath, Greed, Sloth,
with Pride, Lust, Envy and with Gluttony.
It seems that Everyman has had enough of me
or takes my name in vain. The angels weep
to see the ruin of the Earth:
the gathered waters, which I called the seas,
unclean, choking on themselves.
The dry land - fractured, fracked.
The firmament so full of filth,
my two Great Lights, to rule the day and night,
have tears in their eyes.
I gave the tree, yielding fruit,

whose seed is in itself; abundant fish,

great singing whales, winged fowl, cattle,

every living beast I could imagine. Behold, it was
all good,

all good. And now? All trashed. For why?

For Everyman liveth only for his pleasure.

Therefore, I will have Reckoning with Everyman.

Amen to that. I hoped well once that he

would make his mansion in my glory

and so I made him hero of the story,

the lazy, selfish, thoughtless, thankless fool.

But, should I show myself, he’d not believe.

I need a mighty messenger. Where art thou, Death?
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§ Culture being a pursuit
of our total perfection by §/means of getting
to know the best which [ has been thought
and said in the world; ilmd through this
knowledge, turning a stream of
fresh and free thought
upon our stock
notions and
habits
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An Introduction

As a child, if I did something wrong I was stuck. I could not
explain myself according to adult morality. I did not have the
full perspective from which to argue. My reasons would be
childish and inadequate to a grown up. I accepted this. But
sometimes I knew the grown ups were wrong and I kept my
opinions to myself.

Like most children, Alice wants to be grown up.

When Lewis Carroll dropped Alice into Wonderland, she
became his agent in a conspiracy to undermine adult notions
of logic.

There she is showing off those grown up habits of thought
she has acquired, but the inhabitants of Wonderland see her
as an opinionated, peculiar oddity.

At least the eccentric, bossy ones do. They are the ones who
have big heads in Tenniel’s drawings. And Alice is cut down
to size with the help of Carroll. The games he plays with Alice
empower her to think. In Wonderland nobody treats children
with special care: ““I am so hot and thirsty!” said Alice, “I
know what youd like!” the Queen said good-naturedly...
“Have a biscuit?™

Carroll is a mathematician; fifty years before Einstein he
introduces the theory of relativity. Nothing could be more
relative than playing a game of croquet with a flamingo for
a mallet and a ball that happens to be a hedgehog which
runs away.

Things happen; Alice rationalises afterwards as one does in a
dream. She can always wake up, as she does when she shouts,
“You're nothing but a pack of cards!™

Kids! Never become complacent. The world we think we
know reflects the way we are conditioned to see it. Maybe
it’s not like that at all. Carroll is on your side. Always wonder.

Alice in Wonderland is timeless but with my cover and
endpapers, by adding the ‘Climate Map’ and the text, ‘End
Capitalism) I have helped fix it in the present moment.
Contrary to appearances, this is the world we live in.
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